
“God’s compassion for you is greater than the troubles you 
have.” St. John the Baptist de la Salle

From the Principal

A Difficult Farewell to Our Graduates

Dear Families, Alumni, 
Parishioners and Friends,

Our Eighth Grade class is an 
outstanding one, and their impact 
on our community will be felt for 
many years. We share their sadness 
and disappointment in the last four 
months of their final year at Saint 
Augustine Catholic School and our 
inability to learn and meet in person 
due to the need for social distancing 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Our eighth graders are moving 
forward in their education. This 

year, for the first time, students 
could apply to as many Catholic 
high schools as they wished, as a 
result of a change in Archdiocese of 
Washington policy, and many cast 
a wide net in their search for a high 
school, with many students gaining 
admission to top local high schools, 
including Duke Ellington School of 
the Arts, Georgetown Visitation, 
Gonzaga, The Maret School, National 
Cathedral School, and St. John’s. 

I want our students to know that 
we love them, and this love goes well 
beyond what we could express with 
a physical celebration. As principal, I 
wish them much success.  Based on 
our ability at Saint Augustine, we have 
been there for our students, with the 
transition from in-class learning to 
learning online. Distance learning, 
which we have had to engage in since 
the third week of March, has not 
been easy. Our teachers have done 
an exceptional job in directing virtual 
instructing through Zoom and Google 
Classroom, coupled with packets that 
were readily available on site and 
the school’s website. Our students 

have taken to distance learning 
seriously, attending class every day, 
restructuring their lives around online 
learning. I give their parents credit in 
effectively supervising their learning.

For our eighth-grade graduates, 
it is painful not to come here to 
the school and parish and have 
the celebrations that are part of 
our graduation, including the Holy 
Name Society breakfast and June 
Baccalaureate Mass. I remind all 
our students that nothing happens 
without a reason. They should 
see God’s hand in everything that 
happens. We will still hold our 
graduation and Baccalaureate Mass 
at a later date, and we hope to 
establish new traditions.

I wish our new graduates well 
and congratulate them and their 
families. Congratulations to Ms. 
Claudia Barrios (First Grade), Mrs. 
Michele Browne (Third Grade), 
and Mrs. Natalie Foresch-Connelly 
on completing their teaching at 
our school. Ms. Barrois and Mrs. 
Browne are retiring from teaching. 
We appreciate these three teachers’ 
contributions to our school and will 
miss them.
Sincerely,
Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ 
Principal
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Prudential Spirit of Community Award Winner

collected and sent more than 
200 books, in addition to school 
supplies, to orphans and refugees 
in Kenya, after finding out about 
the opportunity through the St. 
Augustine Girl Scouts troop and Ms. 
Dena Grant ’76, who volunteers at 
the school. 

Mary gave most of the books 
from her own personal library and 
purchased more with her savings. 
She also purchased and collected 
backpacks, pencils, crayons, 
bookmarks, erasers and notebooks 
for the students. When asked how 
much postage she had to spend 
to mail the books to Kenya, Mary 
smiled and said someone else paid 
the postage.

Mary also participated in an 
Anacostia River cleanup with the 
St. Augustine Girls Scouts. At St. 
John’s, she hopes to launch a diaper 
bank initiative with her Girl Scout 
troop to collect diapers for families 
who have difficulty affording them.

She also spoke with senior 
citizens about reducing electricity 
and water usage to save money and 
help protect the environment. Mary 
also discussed with them potential 
dangers of genetically modified 
organisms.

If that level of volunteerism was 
not enough, Mary volunteered with 
Ms. Beatrice Judon ’62, longtime 
church secretary, last summer in 
shredding documents and helping 
out at the church office. She has 
also helped prepare food for 
volunteers at the Christmas Toy 
Drive and Thanksgiving Food drive 
at St. Augustine.

Mary lives with her family in 

the Brightwood neighborhood of 
Northwest Washington and came 
to Saint Augustine in Kindergarten. 
Her favorite subjects are History 
and Math, and she has a particular 
interest in the American Revolution. 
Three of her favorite teachers are 
Mrs. Natalie Foersch-Connolly, 
middle school social studies teacher, 
Mr. Patrick Respers, middle school 
math teacher, and Mrs. Starre 
Respers, middle school science 
teacher. “I love all my teachers,” she 
added.

She is looking forward to 
trying new things at St. John’s, 
including playing field hockey and 
soccer, and ultimately wants to 
become a cardiologist or a judge. 
Her experiences applying to high 
schools have led to her having a 
better understanding of the value 
of education, particularly as one 
competes for scholarships.

Given the opportunity to direct 
a $2,500 donation to the charity 
of her choice by Prudential, Mary 
chose to give it to her church, 
which is launching a refugee camp 
in Ethiopia. 

She participated in a Zoom 
meeting with the CEO of 
Prudential, Chuck F. Lowrey, and 
the other state-level honorees, 
featuring actor Kristen Bell. The 
Zoom meeting replaced four days 
of events in early May that were 
to take place at the Smithsonian 
Institute but got cancelled due to 
the COVID-19 epidemic. “I made a 
few new friends,” on the Zoom call, 
Mary said.

During the last five years, Saint 
Augustine students have won the 
middle school honor for District 
students through the Prudential 
Spirit of Community program.

Mary Temam
Some students cannot wait to 

get out of school, while others have 
more of a strong attachment to the 
rituals of attending class.

Count Mary Temam, an eighth-
grade student at Saint Augustine, in 
the latter group.

“I’ve been crying almost every 
day,” because she can no longer go 
to classes at school, she said. The 
finality of it all – that there will be 
no more in-person eighth grade 
classes before she graduates – is 
hitting her.

Reached in May as the third 
month of social isolation had 
started, she was waiting to hear 
from Georgetown Visitation, after 
being placed on their waitlist for 
the Class of 2025, and her parents 
have placed a deposit at St. John’s 
College High School to enroll as a 
ninth grade student this fall. 

In February, Mary was named 
a winner of the Prudential Spirit 
of Community Award for Middle 
School students in Washington, 
D.C. 

Mary’s volunteerism has 
included a project where she 
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Capping nine years of growth, 
basketball captain to attend Maret

Although he flirted with Sidwell 
Friends, the elite Quaker school, 
scoring in the 85th percentile on 
the admissions exam and having 
Eric Singletary, their well-known 
basketball coach see him play 
during this past CYO basketball 
season, Tyler Owens will attend The 
Maret School in the fall and plans to 
play varsity basketball, after being 
recruited by Coach Chuck Driesell, 
son of Charles “Lefty” Driesell, the 
retired coach of the University of 
Maryland.

Tyler, played point guard and 
served as the captain of the Saint 
Augustine boys U-14 basketball 
team. His father’s business partner’s 
son is a Maret alumnus who attends 
Yale University, and Tyler plans to 
follow his footsteps to the Cathedral 
Heights school. 

“One, they have no uniform,” 
Tyler said, listing Maret’s appeal. 
From his vantage point, Maret’s 
teachers have a similar level of 

dedication and support for students, 
similar to that of Saint Augustine. 

As a coincidence, James “Butch” 
McAdams, Jr. ‘65 served as Maret’s 
basketball coach from 1973 to 
2009, after growing up at 14th and 
T Streets, N.W., and attending St. 
Augustine Parish and School.

Tyler’s inspiration is the late 
Josiah Simons, who passed away 
suddenly during an asthma attack 
six years ago while a student in the 

Saint Augustine second grade. 
“It was a lot to take at first,” 

Tyler said. He was chosen to 
read a biography of Josiah during 
his friend’s funeral service at St. 
Augustine. “I live my life for him. 
I can’t wait to see him again in 
Heaven,” Tyler said.

“We feel it’s been mentally, 
emotionally, and spiritually a growth 
experience,” said Linda Hunter, 
Tyler’s mother. “We are extremely 
proud of Tyler, including his 
relationships with his classmates, 
teachers, and the administration” at 
the school. “We feel that he is well-
grounded all around.”

While Tyler tended to focus on 
basketball and academics during 
his final two years at St. Augustine, 
he also sang in the school choir, 
served as a lector, and was 
active in the Tenley Achievement 
Program mentoring program and in 
performing arts productions at the 
school through sixth grade. 

Spelling Bee Competitor
If you think you have an 

expansive vocabulary, try spending 
a few minutes with eighth grade 
student Ephram Mersha.

You might learn some new 
words.

Take “lachsscheinken,” which 
is a bone double loin of pork. Or 
“roux,” a mixture of fat and flour 
used in making sauces.

Mersha placed second in his 
middle school cluster for the St. 
Augustine School spelling bee in 
late January. In February, he tied 
for sixth in a regional spelling bee in 
Northeast Washington in a contest 
with nearly 45 competitors, and he 
competed at the Scripps District of 
Columbia spelling bee at NBC-4 on 

Feb. 29, part of the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee. Dr. Olga Williams, 
technology teacher and librarian at 
St. Augustine, and Mrs. Jacquelynne 
Thornton, second grade teacher, 
helped prepare Ephram to study for 
the spelling bees.

He enjoys Physical Education, 

Math, Social Studies, and 
Technology class the most out of 
his class.

“I learned a lot more than I 
thought I would,” Ephram said 
about his St. Augustine education, 
speaking in the past tense. “The 
teachers are supportive. It’s a good 
school.” He came to St. Augustine 
for first through third grade, then 
fifth through eighth grade.

Ephram’s parents are from 
Ethiopia, and he spent most of last 
summer in the East African country, 
where he got to meet many relatives 
for the first time.

Ephram is enrolled to attend 
ninth grade at Gonzaga College 
High School.
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Eighth grader has tennis dreams

Showing Some Love

St. Augustine students over the 
years have been known to be strong 
CYO basketball players, with an 
occasional student in recent years 
completing strongly in local fencing 
tournaments, in part thanks to the 
work of George King, fencing coach. 
One can add tennis to the list of 
sports where St. Augustine students 
are distinguishing themselves.

Brunelle Kouam has completed 
at elite tennis tournaments, 
such as the National Clay Court 
Championships in Boca Raton, Fl., 
and the U.S. Tennis Association 
Level 2 Tournament in Basking 
Ridge, N.J. She is a U-14 tennis 
player, ranked No. 11 in the Mid-
Atlantic region, who plays many 
of her games near her Columbia 
Heights neighborhood, such as 
the Banneker courts near Howard 
University.

“She loves tennis,” said Rebecca 
Kouam, Brunelle’s mother. “She 
adores tennis.”

Brunelle recalls it being very 
challenging to learn tennis when 
she first swung a racket at six or 

A Kindergarten student, 
Julia, and her parents 
showed some love to their 
kindergarten teacher, Ms. 
Erica Harmon, and Mrs. 
Dolores Grymes, longtime 
teacher assistant, during 
Teacher Appreciation Week 
(May 4-8). The Kindergarten 
class has been using a 
ClassDojo to communicate 
this school year, with Zoom 
added for distance learning 
of class lessons.    

seven years old. The strong points 
of her game are her ground strokes, 
she said, especially her backhand, 
and the right hander prefers playing 
hardcourt tennis.

She has attended St. Augustine 
since the fourth grade and said 
that the school has given her 
“life lessons” and “discipline.” Her 
favorite class was Social Studies 
with Mrs. Natalie Foersch-Connelly, 
who she said “made learning fun” 
and was always available to provide 
help to students.

Archbishop Carroll High School 
has accepted Brunelle into its ninth-
grade class for the 2020-2021 
school year, but Rebecca Kouam 
said the family had not yet decided 
on a high school. She is concerned 
that high school tennis might not 
be challenging for Brunelle. She 
also acknowledges that tennis is an 
expensive sport to play at the elite 
levels and that she lacks the means 
to afford coaching. At this point, 
Brunelle is playing two to four hours 
a week.

Brunelle had earned a 
scholarship to attend the Junior 
Tennis Champions Center program 
in College Park, Md., but her mother 
did not feel that the program 
benefitted Brunelle as much as it 
should. 

Brunelle’s favorite player is 
Bianca Andreescu, a 19-year old 
Canadian, whom she described 
as being “very determined” with a 
good attitude toward the game.

Brunelle Kouam prepares 
to hit a backhand.

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2020

St. Augustine eighth grade 
students this spring have 
received admission officers at 
the following high schools:
• Academy of the Holy Cross
• Archbishop Carroll
• Bishop McNamara
• DeMatha 
• Duke Ellington School of the 
Arts
• Edmond Burke
• Elizabeth Seton
• Georgetown Visitation
• Gonzaga 
• The Maret School
• National Cathedral School
• St. John’s 
• St. Vincent Pallotti
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Eighth grader shows painting potential
After her daughter’s school 

transitioned to distance education 
due to social distancing mandates 
in the District of Columbia in late 
March, Robin Queen discovered a 
talent in her daughter she was not 
previously familiar with.

She could paint.
Kimiko Queen, an eighth-grade 

student at Saint Augustine Catholic 
School, asked her mother to order 
painting supplies in March, so Robin 
Queen ordered canvasses, paint 
brushes, and paint from Michael’s, 
the craft store. Her daughter took 
the supplies to the craft room in 
the family’s basement and began 
to paint landscapes and pictures 
she downloaded from the Internet, 
including one from the “lady in 
the red hat.” She also painted a 
heart carved out of wood that 
Robin Queen had purchased from 
Michael’s. 

“Most of the family can draw, 
but she is a painter,” Robin Queen 
said.

Kimiko, who had last year 
completed a harvest moon painting 
and painted a model head in 

art class of an Egyptian queen 
to commemorate Black History 
Month in February, was beginning 
to fulfill the potential she had 
demonstrated earlier and moved 
from primarily painting portraits to 
doing landscapes. With more time 
at home, she was able to increase 
her painting from 30 minutes a day 
to five hours each day.

Having earlier taken technical 
advice from St. Augustine Art 
teacher Ms. Irma Francis to do 
more outlining before painting to 
make her work neater with fewer 
smudges, Kimiko is trying to take the 
challenge her father, Troy Queen, 
gave her: to be more creative and 
do more abstract painting using her 
own thoughts. Her father paints, 
and her grandfather used to draw, 
and some of Kimiko’s work has 
involved replicating what her father 
has painted. 

“It’s really fun for me,” Kimiko 
said of more creative painting. “I 
can express random thoughts.”

Kimiko, in her second year at 
Saint Augustine after previously 
attending a French immersion 
school, has registered to attend St. 
John College High School next year 
for the ninth grade. Her favorite 
classes at St. Augustine have been 
Art and Physical Education. She has 
sisters in the fourth and seventh 
grades at Saint Augustine, and her 
mother sees some art potential 
from them also. 

Her mother appreciates 
Kimiko’s willingness to dabble 
in different activities, including 
playing basketball, baking pastries, 
and singing in a choir. In the third 
month of social distancing, Robin 
Queen said that the time away from 
normal routines has afforded more 
opportunities for “family bonding” 
and learning her daughters’ 
personalities better. 

“We are doing things we 
normally wouldn’t have done, like 
riding our bikes in the afternoon,” 
Robin Queen said.
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Career Day
Fourteen speakers representing a variety of careers presented to our Kindergarten 

through 8th grade students on the morning of Thursday, March 12.

March 12, 2020

Alpha Griffin: Representing the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s National 
Organics Program, Ms. Alpha T. Griffin, 
Esq., talked about the standards and 
policies that USDA uses in determining 
when food companies can use the USDA 
Organic seal on their food labels. She also 
spoke about her childhood desires to be a 
ninja and how that gave way to studying 
zoology in college to eventually graduating 
from law school and successfully taking 
the bar exam.

Justin Silvers: The president of the 
Catholic Business Network – DC, Mr. 
Justin Silvers spoke with students about 
working as a business banker with Capital 
One. When asked by an elementary school 
student where banks find the money to 
lend to borrowers, Silvers said, “you,” 
referring to depositors whose funds give 
banks the liquidity to lend to qualified 
borrowers, with interest charged. Initially 
attracted to Washington, D.C., from his 
native California by politics, Silvers has 
found a home in the banking and financial 
services industry.

Kene Okocha: Mr. Kenechukwu O. 
Okocha, Esq., a deputy chief in the 
Assistant U.S. Attorney’s Office in the 
District of Columbia, said he decided to 
become a prosecutor because he wanted 
to protect good people from criminals and 
people who do bad things. He spoke about 
studying criminal law and how prosecutors 
and investigators use different types of 
evidence, including cell phone records 
and DNA records, to build their cases. He 
began as a prosecutor and now supervises 
a team of prosecutors who bring cases 
having to do with human trafficking. 

Jose Harris: After playing basketball, 
football, and baseball in his youth, Mr. 
Jose Harris, a lifelong St. Augustine 
parishioner, talked about going to work 
for a law firm while he was in college on 
the recommendation of a congressman 
whom he worked for while a student. 
He eventually settled in to a career as a 
paralegal with a law firm, DLA Piper. In 
supporting lawyers in their work on behalf 
of DLA Piper clients, Harris ultimately helps 
support litigators and legal negotiators.

Solangel Childs: Ms. Solangel Childs, 
representing the D.C. Public Libraries, 
encouraged St. Augustine School students 
to get library cards, if they did not have 
them already. She works at a Ward 7 
library and recognized Mr. Patrick Respers, 
middle school Math teacher in attendance, 
from his regular use of her library. DC 
Public Libraries helps patrons who want to 
do everything from seeking employment 
to borrowing books to studying for the 
SAT.

Pamela Cross: A St. Augustine parishioner 
since 1980, Ms. Pamela Cross talked 
with fifth and sixth grade students about 
growing up in Akron, Ohio, which at one 
time was the rubber capital of the world. 
“America has always been great,” she said, 
somewhat ironically. “Especially for those 
of us who were brought here 400 years 
ago,” speaking of the 1620 arrival of the 
first enslaved Africans in Virginia. “We are 
not working for free anymore.”  Working 
with the federal government, Ms. Cross 
helps to protect U.S. networks from 
adversaries including the Chinese, the 
Russians, and various nation-states.

Cecelia Grillo: Ms. Cecelia Grillo spoke to 
fifth and sixth grade students about her 
work in biometrics program management 
at the Department of Homeland Security, 
where her program stores more than 250 
million records of fingerprints and iris 
images for people entering the United 
States. She explained that each person has 
unique fingerprints and iris images, so that 
data is valuable in building records about 
each person entering the country.

Gabriela Vaca: Gabriela Vaca, Esq., a 
parishioner, spoke about deciding to 
become an attorney with White & Case, 
LLP, in part because she felt that her 
community does not receive adequate 
legal representation. In response to a 
student’s question, she said that she 
represents clients vigorously, even when 
they are guilty of crimes. In describing 
the challenges inherent in her work, she 
mentioned one case where a client failed 
to appear for a court date.
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Richard Cooper: Col. Richard Cooper ’54, 
the only alumnus to present at Career 
Day, spoke about his work with the U.S. 
Air Force Civil Air Patrol, a congressionally 
chartered federally supported, non-profit 
founded in 1941, which allows youth as 
young as 17 to earn a pilot’s license as a 
part of its aerospace education programs. 
A volunteer organization and auxiliary 
organization to the U.S. Air Force, the 
Civil Air Patrol can help locate cell phones 
in remote areas based on the phone’s 
connections to local cell phone towers, 
and the organization also helps federal, 
state, and local governments with natural 
disaster relief. 

Lewis Wilborn: A St. Augustine School 
parent, Mr. Lewis Wilborn talked about 
his work with the Pretrial Services Agency 
(PSA), a federal entity in the District of 
Columbia. Some young people, he said, 
make the mistake of wanting to grow up 
too quickly. Some offenders are juveniles, 
with the rest are adults. So that as few 
defendants are released on surety bonds, 
PSA supervises defendants while they 
await trial through drug treatment, mental 
health services, and social services.

Robert Taylor: A retired pharmacist, Mr. 
Robert Taylor spoke about how he got his 
start in medicine as a nurse and later a 
pharmacist while serving in the U.S. Navy. 
He told the elementary school students 
that pharmacists use technology to ensure 
that their clientele are not hoarding or 
misusing pharmaceutical drugs, since they 
have visibility about the patients’ use of 
prescriptions at other pharmacies.

Caroline Valvardi: A senior associate 
for strategic communications for the 
Opportunity Finance Network, Ms. 
Caroline Valvardi spoke to students about 
how her community banking organization 
lends to small businesses, individuals, and 
non-profits. Her work helps Opportunity 
Finance Network’s constituents better 
understand whom the organization 
services and legislation that effects them, 
among other issues.

Other speakers included two parishioners, Mr. Reginald Berry and Ms. Jeanne L. Lewis. A retired engineer, Berry spoke to students about 
working in six continents on everything from financial services to pharmaceutical product design to oil and gas. “You can do anything 
as an engineer,” he said. Lewis, meanwhile, is a non-profit executive who spoke about her run for the D.C. City Council (At Large) as an 
Independent Progressive Party candidate. 

COVID-19 Fund
St. Augustine Catholic School 

has established a COVID-19 fund 
to assist parents and guardians of 
students who are having challenges 
paying tuition and expenses as 
a result of unemployment or 
underemployment caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Several school families began 
to fall behind in their tuition 
payments, started in April, and 
the school estimates it will need 
to grant $16,800 in emergency 
tuition aid as a result. Saint 
Augustine Catholic School serves 
students from PreK-3 through 8th 
grade, and the school enrolls 185 
students.

The Holy Name Society of 
St. Augustine, a parish men’s 
organization, donated $1,500 
to launch the fund in May. 
Eight individual donors, in 
addition, have given a combined 
$1,100 online after receiving 
the May e-newsletter from St. 
Augustine, which announced the 
establishment of the COVID-19 
Fund, leaving $14,200 in estimated 
unmet need.

We appreciate any support 
you can provide, given your 
circumstances, during these 
extraordinary times. One can make 
a donation using the remittance 
envelope attached with this 

newsletter or online at www.staug-
dc.og/donate. Please contact Bill 
Murray, St. Augustine Catholic 
School’s development director, 
at 240-418-5427 or bmurray@
saintaugustine-dc.org with any 
questions or concerns.

In Memoriam
Carlotta G. Lewis ‘60

Ruth Stokes ‘48
Donna Talbot-Paul, former 

school parent
May the souls of the faithfully 
departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace.



Non-Profit Standard 
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 966

Southern Maryland

Office of Alumni Relations/Development
St. Augustine Catholic School (PreK-3 to 8)
1421 V Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009
202-667-2608

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Story ideas for the newsletter? Please contact Bill Murray at bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org. 

Would you like to update your address for our records?  
Please complete an alumni contact form at www.staug-dc.org/alumni.html. 

We welcome inquiries from alumni, former students and anyone interested in our school.

SAINT AUGUSTINE SAINTS NEWS • VOLUME 12, NUMBER 2 • SPRING 2020

www.staug-dc.org

Rev. Patrick A. Smith, pastor
fatherpat@saintaugustine-dc.org

202-265-1470 (church office)

Sister Gloria Agumagu, HHCJ, principal
sistergloria@saintaugustine-dc.org

202-667-2608

Bill Murray, development officer
bmurray@saintaugustine-dc.org

240-418-5427


